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Philanthropy as Part
of a Top University's DNA

HKU celebrates 54 Endowed Professorships;
One New Endowed Professorship is named

to Honour Physicist Zhou Guangzhao
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On a rainy afternoon in March 2011, Zhou Guangzhao,
the respected Chinese physicist, paid a rare visit to The
University of Hong Kong. At age 81, Zhou, the former head
of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, was in good health
and spirits. He visited to mark the announcement of the
Zhou Guangzhao Professorship in Natural Sciences, a part of
HKU’s Endowed Professorships Scheme established with a
donation from the Zhou Guangzhao Foundation.

The donation was spearheaded by Dr Chung Kin-Kwok,
an entrepreneur, and the professorship was created by
the Zhou Guangzhao Foundation, where Chung serves as
Council President.

This is the first time in the history of the Endowed
Professorships Scheme that an Endowed Professorship

has been named after an academic in Mainland China.
Professor Zhang Fuchun, the head of HKU'’s Department of
Physics, has been named the inaugural holder of the Zhou
Guangzhao Endowed Professorship.

For the Zhou Guangzhao Foundation, the occasion is also
a milestone, the first time that the Foundation has given an
award to a Hong Kong recipient.

oooo0ooOoooOoO0o0oOoooOoCcOoOoOoOooOoon

ooooooOoOooOooooooOoCcOoOooOoOooon
oooooooOoooooooooooOoooooooooa
ooooooOoOoooO0oooOOOOoOoOoO0O0ooOoOoOoOnoOo
oo0ooooOooOoOo0ooooOoOooO0oOoOooDoOoOoOoOo
ooooooooooOooooooooOoooooooood
0000000000000 0O00O00OooOooOo200600
oooooooOoocoOoooOooOoOoOooOoOoOoOooOooOooOoo
oooooooOoooooooooooOoooooooooo
ooooooooooooooon

ooooooooooOooooooooOoooooooood
ooooooooocOoO0oooOooOooOocOoOoOoOoOoOooOoOooOa
ooooooOoooOooOoooOoocoOoOoOoOoOoOoCcOoOon
oooooooOooooooooooooooooooooo
0000000000540 0000000000000000
oooo

O00oOooD19950000000onooouooooooooo
ooooooooocoOoooOooOoOooocOoOoOoOoOooOooOoa
gbdoobooboooobooobOooOoOooOoOobOooDa
obooboobOoO0ooOobooobOoOobOOoOoooboooDbo
oooobooo



"We are extremely honoured that such a prominent scientist
and scholar as Zhou Guangzhao joins us today, and that

the foundation that carries his namesake grants us this
Endowed Professorship,” said Professor Lap-Chee Tsui, Vice-
Chancellor of The University of Hong Kong. “We are proud
that we have 54 Endowed Professorships and we are aiming
at creating 100 Endowed Professorships, and | am gratified
that we are moving towards our goal.”

The Zhou Guangzhao Professorship in Natural Sciences is
the 54th Endowed Professorship at HKU. This year marks
the fifth inauguration ceremony of the Scheme, which now
also includes three Distinguished Visiting Professorships.
Inside the University Lodge, a stately Art Deco-styled house,
Zhou was accompanied by Chung; Vice-Chancellor Lap-
Chee Tsui; Professor Zhang Fuchun; and honoured guests
including the University Grants Committee (UGC) Chairman,
Laura Cha; the Permanent Secretary for Education of the
Hong Kong Government, Cherry Tse; and academicians
from HKU and members of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences, all of whom celebrated the occasion with a toast.

Zhou is no stranger to HKU; he was awarded an honorary
degree in science from HKU in 1995. “Since then I've seen
how far the University has come in terms of its talent and
research, and | wanted to present the award in this very
special Centenary year for HKU,” Zhou said.

Professor Zhou Guangzhao
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“We are extremely honoured that such a prominent scientist

and scholar as Zhou Guangzhao joins us today ... we have 54

-

Fndowed Professorships and we are aiming at creating 100

FEndowed Professorships”

Zhou lauded the Zhou professorship holder, Professor
Zhang, for his work on superconductivity. “I have all the
faith in Professor Zhang's research and fully encourage him
to go for the Nobel,” Zhou said to the roomful of academics
and scholars.

HKU is in many respects a pioneer in philanthropy in
higher education. While historically-named professorships
have always been a part of HKU's legacy of giving, the

Lap-Chee Tsut, Vice-Chancellor
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(from left) Dr Chung Kin-Kwok, The Hon Laura Cha, Mrs Chung Kin-Kwok, Professor Zhou Guangzhao,

Professor Zhang Fuchun, Professor Lap-Chee Tsui and Mrs Cherry Tse
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“I realise indeed that I am merely a transient holder of the torch of
the Endowed Professorship, to be passed on to those who follow me

for years to come .

Endowed Professorships Scheme remains novel in Hong
Kong. Currently, a minimum of a HK$10 million donation
is matched dollar for dollar by the University to create a
permanent endowment, and the interest from the fund
goes to the professor to support their research and
teaching initiatives.

“This is really a win-win combination where the donor
wants to see the maximum impact, and it is in a field we
were going to invest in ourselves. Immediately the impact
is doubled,” said Tsui, who introduced the idea to HKU

in 2003.

This April marks the fifth inauguration event within HKU'’s
Endowed Professorships Scheme, a model of fundraising in
higher education that allows donors to give in the form of
a professorship in the direction of research as an alternative
to the traditional mode of bricks and mortar. There are now
54 Endowed Professorships including three Distinguished
Visiting Professorships, which fund visiting professors and
promote academic exchange.

The Scheme is an essential component of a top university’s
DNA - a significant investment in learning and discovery,
which ultimately contributes to the University’s legacy in
research and philanthropy.

Holders of the professorships understand the weight of
the honour and their impact has been seen in the research
produced and the initiatives introduced, some of which
are shared in the pages to come. “That person becomes a
custodian of that area of development, we are entrusting

Lakshman Samaranayake

Tam Wah-Ching Professor in Dental Science

that person to do that. So it’s not just a recognition, it's a
mission too,"” Tsui said.

Reflecting and Celebrating

This year the Endowed Professorships Scheme welcomes
11 new chairs in disciplines such as mathematics (Edmund
and Peggy Tse Professorship in Mathematics), and stem
cell biology and regenerative medicine (S Y and H Y Cheng
Professorship in Stem Cell Biology and Regenerative
Medicine). In addition, HKU celebrates the debut of

the Sin Wai-Kin Distinguished Visiting Professorship in

the Humanities, which is the third distinguished visiting
professorship to date.

The roster of awardees is a mix of seasoned scholars and
rising stars.

As of March 2011, the fund was worth over HK$1 billion
and notably about a third of the donors are alumni, proof
that the Scheme attracts and fosters a tradition of giving.
“The heritage of giving in a family extends to a heritage at
the University, and comes full circle when the research and
projects that it funds gives back to society,” said Professor
S P Chow, Pro-Vice-Chancellor for institutional
advancement. Some of the Endowed Professorships have
been bestowed by families who named the chair in memory
of great grandparents, grandparents, parents or siblings, or
a spouse, while some chose to remain anonymous.

Each Endowed Professorship also comes with an impact
story, whether it is funding research staff and resources
to assist in the discovery of a new treatment for cancer,



promoting community health campaigns, preserving the
heritage and history of the Chinese language, launching

a community project for the elderly, designing University
courses on how government policy directly impacts housing,
or examining emerging areas such as jurisprudence in law,
and organising international conference, which shows that
HKU is at the forefront of research and teaching.

Looking Forward

April is always a special month for the Endowed
Professorships Scheme as holders and their respective donors
are honoured at the cap and gown ceremony held at the
celebrated Loke Yew Hall. The pomp and circumstance and
the growing procession of colourful gowns and tassels are a
tribute to how far the Scheme has come and a reminder of
its potential. Holders of the special honour understand that

the only thing guaranteed is their passion and commitment
to using the funding for research and discovery.

“| realise indeed that | am merely a transient holder of the
torch of the Endowed Professorship, to be passed on to those
who follow me for years to come,” Professor Lakshman
Samaranayake, Dean of the Faculty of Dentistry, said when he
was named the Tam Wah-Ching Professor in Dental Science
at the 2010 dedication ceremony. Samaranayake’s speech
speaks directly to the heart and soul of the Scheme.

In the end, the presence of the Endowed Professorship
commemorative chair, which is presented to each new donor,
serves as a reminder that while the holder of each Endowed
Professorship at times changes and research areas evolve
with society’s transformations, the spirit of discovery and
exploration and the joy of giving is timeless.





