The Women in the

Hall of Fame

Celebrating a Growing Sorority of
Female Scientists

Women in science occupy a special place in the halls
of honour. With this year’s Wilson and Amelia Wong
Professorship in Plant Biotechnology, Chye Mee-Len,
Professor at the School of Biological Sciences, becomes
the third female scientist to receive the coveted Endowed
Professorship in the science arena. Half of the Endowed

Professorships in the Faculty of Science are held by women.

The other two women are Vivian W W Yam, a Professor

at the Department of Chemistry, named the Philip Wong
Wilson Wong Professor in Chemistry and Energy in 2010,
and Dan Yang, a Professor of Chemistry who was awarded
the Morningside Professor in Chemical Biology in 2007.

The three scientists are trailblazers in their field. Chye is
noted for her research in agricultural biotechnology and,
in particular, for starting the HKU research programme on
Arabidopsis acyl-CoA-binding proteins. In January 2011
Yang became the first female scientist in Hong Kong and
Macau to be awarded the Chinese Young Women in
Science Fellowship.

Yam is on the forefront of research in synthetic molecules,
creating molecules that emit light and could serve as a
cost-efficient alternative source of light. In March she was
presented one of the 2011 L'Oréal-UNESCO Women in
Science Awards, which are presented to five top female
scientists, one from each continent. Yam says that the
funding has allowed her to support research staff, run her
lab and hold workshops.

Their achievements are even more remarkable considering
that science is well known for its gender gap.
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“Women in science
have come a long way,
and now it's just taken
for granted. In science
in North America

this is a non-issue,

but in Japan, Korea,
and China and in this region there is still a huge distinction
between men and women, but | think we are moving in the
right direction,” said Sun Kwok, Dean of Science.
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