Discoverers, Explorers and Pioneers

Medicine Thrives Under HKU'’s
Endowed Professorships

ince its first inauguration in 2005, the Endowed

Professorships Scheme has created 25 chairs at the
Faculty of Medicine, in areas such as spine surgery,
pathology, infectious diseases, community child health,
molecular medicine, and public health. So large a total it is
a testament to this collection of world-class researchers in
16 departments, 200 full-time faculty members in all.

That said, the ultimate beneficiary of the Endowed
Professorships Scheme is society. “Whether it is the
development of a new drug, a discovery of the roots of a
disease, or the production of a vaccine, all of the results and

the end product of the research would be directed to the
community. The proceeds and support from the Endowed
Professorships Scheme benefit my patients, my children and
my children’s children,” said Professor Lee Sum-Ping, the
Dean of Medicine and this year’s recipient of the Dexter H C
Man Family Professorship in Medical Science.

(Centre) Professor Malik Peiris, (from left) Professor

Guan Yi, Professor Yuen Kwok-Yung, Dr John Nicholls,

Professor Chan Kwok-Hung, Dr Leo Poon
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“The proceeds and support from the EEP scheme benefit my patients,
my children and my children’s children.”

Lee Sum-Ping

Dexter H C Man Family Professor in Medical Science

The research funded by the Scheme includes emerging

and timely areas in medicine. For example, Ronald Li, a
Professor of Medicine and the Director of the Stem Cell and
Regenerative Medicine Consortium, is the recipient of this
year's S'Y and H Y Cheng Professorship in Stem Cell Biology
and Regenerative Medicine. Li, a heart disease expert, is
widely recognised for using protein and tissue engineering,
and gene therapy on stem cells to treat heart disease.

As the Henry Fok Professor in Infectious Diseases, Yuen
Kwok-Yung used the funds to research his specialty of
emerging infectious diseases. In 2003 Yuen, head of the
Department of Microbiology, and his team were the first to
discover the SARS coronavirus during the SARS outbreak.

Another leading member of the SARS team is Malik Peiris,
holder of the Tam Wah-Ching Professorship in Medical
Science under the Endowed Professorships Scheme. As the
Chair Professor of Microbiology and Honorary Consultant at
Queen Mary Hospital, Peiris has served as an advisor to the
World Health Organization (WHO) and was elected a Fellow
of the Royal Society of London in 2006.

Karen Lam Siu-Ling, as the Rosie T T Young Professor

in Endocrinology and Metabolism, has increased public
awareness in diabetes, obesity, heart diseases such as

heart attacks, and strokes. The funding has also helped
fund collaborative studies in Alzheimer's disease. She is

the founding president of Diabetes Hong Kong, founding
director of HKU’s Centre of Endocrinology and Diabetes, and
director of the Medical Faculty's Research Centre of Heart,
Brain, Hormone, and Healthy Aging.
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