A Tradition of Giving

Philanthropy Can

Be a Family Affair

hilanthropy can be a family affair with the tradition of

paying it forward as prevalent as the passing down of a
family heirloom. HKU's Endowed Professorships Scheme is
rich with stories of giving, which have been handed down
from generation to generation. Benefactors created the
endowed professorships to honour grandparents, parents
and siblings to carry on the dreams and visions of their
beloved. Here are the stories of three emblematic families
whose legacies are intertwined with HKU's and who share
a tradition of giving.

The Kotewall Family Legacy: Endowing Public
Health and Medicine at HKU

Sir Robert Kotewall (1880-1949) was in many respects a
pioneer in philanthropy, especially when it came to public
education.

Kotewall was a successful businessman and a member of
Hong Kong's Legislative Council and Executive Council in
the first half of the 20th century. He was at the forefront
of giving back to society. Hong Kong's many beneficiaries
include the Hong Kong City Hall Public Library, schools
including St Paul’s Co-Educational College and, yes, HKU. To
be sure, the Kotewall Road intersects with University Drive.

Kotewall died in 1949 but left behind a legacy of paying

it forward within his family. His daughter Doris Zimmern
started the Doris Zimmern Charitable Foundation,

which funds scholarships to promote student exchanges
between HKU and the University of Cambridge. In 2008
Kotewall’s grandson, Dr Ronald Zimmern, bestowed the
Sir Robert Kotewall Professorship in Public Health in his
grandfather’s name, and last year increased the giving with
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the Doris Zimmern Professorship in Community Child Health,
named after his mother.

Kotewall's passion for public health can be seen in the
original minutes of the HKU's Council, dated April 16, 1941,
which were later found in the University Archives. At the
Council meeting HKU’s then Vice-Chancellor, with his
motion seconded by Kotewall, sanctioned the launch of

a Professorship in Public Health, which shows Kotewall’s
commitment to that field.

Kotewall's passion to promote public health and wellness
has also been passed to his future generations. Zimmern
was trained as a doctor at Trinity College at the University
of Cambridge and started the Public Health Genetics Unit
in 1997 at Cambridge.

The two recipients of the Endowed Professorships from the
Kotewall family understand the weight of the legacy that
the endowments carry. Lam Tai-Hing, Sir Robert Kotewall
Professor, has been an outspoken anti-smoking advocate in
Hong Kong and used the funding to promote community
health. Lau Yu-Lung, the Doris Zimmern Professor, focuses
on researching the genetics of infectious diseases and
illnesses in children. They both hope to live up to the
Kotewall legacy of paying it forward.

The Story of Loke Yew Hall

Before there were Warren Buffet and Bill Gates, there was
Loke Yew, a tin-mining tycoon and philanthropist.

Loke is an important figure in HKU's history, and another
example of how philanthropy can be a family affair. Loke
Yew's story is one of rags-to-riches. Born in 1847, he set sail

at the age of 13 from Guangdong, in China’s countryside, to

Singapore and subsequently to Malaysia, where he made his
fortune by starting businesses in real estate, rice and motor
companies. The businessman, known for being down-to-
earth, preferred the rickshaw and inexpensive suits to their
more expensive alternatives.

In 1912, he was instrumental in creating an endowment
fund at the University, and three years later he offered the
University a 21-year-interest-free loan of HK$500,000, when
the University faced bankruptcy. The loan was key in helping
HKU stay open, and offer scholarships for underprivileged
students from Singapore and Malaysia.

Loke’s legacy is very much alive at HKU today. HKU’s central
Great Hall built in 1910 was renamed after Loke Yew in his
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honour in 1956. The building is the backdrop of many of
HKU's most important ceremonies and events. In 1984,
the Main Building which houses Loke Yew Hall was declared

a historic monument.

In 2008 Loke’s descendants Ruby Loke Yuen-Kin and
Professor “Charlie” Loke Yung-Wai, who lectures and
specialises in the area of immunology at the University of
Cambridge, created the Loke Yew Professorship in Pathology
in memory of their grandfather. “Loke Yew played a pivotal
role in the founding of The University of Hong Kong. He
also established a scholarship fund in support of medical
and engineering students,” they said of their grandfather.
Today Irene O L Ng at the Department of Pathology is the

torchbearer of Loke’s legacy.

Hung Hing-Ying: A Supporter of Arts and Sciences

On a quiet day on campus, the sound of music echoes
through the rotunda of the Hung Hing Ying Building on
HKU's Main Campus. The building, which stands out with its
Edwardian-styled architecture, has housed the Department

of Music since 1996.
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Hung Hing-Ying was a successful Hong Kong businessman
and the Hung family has a long history of giving to HKU. In
1986, the building was named in recognition of the family’s
generous support of research in physical sciences and
postgraduate scholarships at HKU.

In 2008, the Hung family, led by Hung's daughter Belinda,
created the Hung Leung Hau Ling Distinguished Fellow in
Humanities with a donation of HK$15 million to celebrate
the 80th birthday of her mother Hung Leung Hau-Ling.

In 2010, the family started the Hung Hing-Ying Distinguished
Visiting Professorship in Science and Technology with a
HK$20 million donation, which was again matched dollar
for dollar by HKU.
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