Cy Leo

Cy Leo is a twenty-four year old chromatic harmonica virtuosic player, composer and singer-
song writer. Receiving classical harmonica training from Lee Sheung Ching and Watani
Yasuo, Leo’s talent in the harmonica has given him widespread international recognition and
success.

Leo was always destined to become a harmonica player from a tender age, influenced by his
father PC Ho, the founder of the Hong Kong Harmonica Association and the world renowned
King’s Harmonica Quintet. He won his first international award as a harmonica soloist at the
age of 10 at the Asia Pacific Harmonica Festival. By the age of nineteen, he had accumulated
17 international titles including becoming Solo World Champion twice at the World
Harmonica Festival 2009 & 2013.

However, Leo did not rest on his laurels, opting instead to open a new page in his career.
International harmonica festivals came calling and Leo was invited as a guest performer,
lecturer and adjudicator. These internationally recognized harmonica events included: The
Seoul International Harmonica Festival, The Asia Pacific International Harmonica Festival, The
SWISS Harpers Harmonica Association Gala Concert and The Norwegian Harmonica Festival.
In 2017, Leo was invited to be the composer and the adjudicator for the Test Piece Solo
Category in the World Harmonica Festival, selecting the World Champion of the year.

Leo’s musical exploration is not only limited to the harmonica circle. In 2016, after graduating
from the Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Leo began his full-time music career as a
performer, recording artist and teacher. Leo has been frequently invited as a headliner
harmonica soloist on 7 international cruise lines including the prestigious Seabourn, Oceania
and Royal Caribbean cruises. His soulful, powerful and skilful performances have received
countless standing ovations from large audiences across 40 cities. Patrick McMahon, upon
watching Leo in action, was moved to say ‘It was one of the most mind-blowing things | have
ever seen’. In 2018, he was invited to perform in the one of the world biggest music events
NAMM Show 2018 in California, United State.

Back in his home town of Hong Kong, Leo is no stranger to the mainstream music industry.
He has collaborated with many A-list local artists including Sandy Lam, Lowell Lo, Hacken Lee,
Leo Ku and Louis Koo. Recently in 2017, Leo’s recording attracted extensive recognition when
it appeared in the movie ‘This Is Not What | Expected’ starring Takeshi Kaneshiro. In Lowell
Lo’s concert, ‘Beyond Imagination’, at the Hong Kong Coliseum with over ten thousand
concert goers, Lowell lauded Leo on stage as ‘the best harmonica player in the world’.

Leo has also participated in many local indie and high culture music activities. He has
appeared at two of the biggest music festivals in Hong Kong including the 32" Hong Kong Arts
Festival and Clockenflap 2016. Being widely recognized as a classical musician, a jazz musician
and a singer-song writer, he has achieved recognition in a great number of musical activities
in Hong Kong. His unique stories often attract media attention, and have featured on CCTV 1,
TVB, Pearl TV, Ming Pao Daily News, South China Morning Post, Hong Kong Economic Journal,
Metropop, and the RMM Journal.



Earlier in 2017, Leo was invited to launch and direct the first Hong Kong City University
harmonica team. His mission is to promote, develop and advance harmonica playing and
performance in Hong Kong. As a member of the Veloz Harmonica Quartet, Leo has often
appeared in community promotion projects and major government events such as
performing at the National Day reception. Leo’s debut album ‘Lost In Time’ is available
worldwide on all mainstream online platform.
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